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LA CHAISE BERÇANTE CD-ROM 

AND 

THE FRENCH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

(ALBERTA LEARNING)


La chaise berçante is a culturally and linguistically rich interactive resource, designed to foster an independent learning approach to development of cultural insights and appreciation, while enhancing listening and reading comprehension skills.  Its approach is consistent with the pedagogical philosophy of the Alberta Learning French as a Second Language Program of Studies.   Throughout the activities of the CD-ROM, students experience language in context as a communicative tool to interpret meaning in oral and written texts.  There are many opportunities for expansion of their knowledge, skills and attitudes, and for recycling of previously acquired skills in new contexts.  


While the activities of La chaise berçante relate primarily to development of reading and listening comprehension skills, there are also a number of activities which encourage written production at the word, sentence and paragraph level.  With respect to oral and advanced written production, teachers will easily see opportunities to follow up the CD-ROM activities with stimulating and challenging projects personalized to match their students’ needs.  

The elements of French Canadian history and culture presented in La chaise berçante relate to fields of experience at all levels:

· Beginning 1:  People around us, Weather, Animals, Holidays and celebrations

· Beginning 2:  Community, Clothing, Housing

· Beginning 3:  Activities, Vacations, Fine arts

· Intermediate 4:  Vacations and holidays / celebrations 

· Intermediate 5:  Social life

· Intermediate 6:  Trips, excursions or student exchanges; Role of the media; Conservation                           and the environment

· Advanced 7:  Legends and myths 

· Advanced 8:  Fine arts

· Advanced 9:  Social trends and issues.   

Students at all levels of junior and senior high will enjoy working with the CD-ROM, which allows them to view Frédéric Back’s award-winning film Crac!  as a context for activities suitable for their stage of linguistic competency.  Teachers of Beginning and Intermediate levels will find opportunities to enrich any of the fields of experience mentioned above with activities from La chaise berçante, as suggested in the following chart.  However, the most satisfying use of the CD-ROM, in terms of coherence, would likely be as a culminating project for Beginning 3 or for Intermediate 6, where the most curriculum overlap occurs.  In this way students could experience the greatest variety of activities in which to apply and expand their skills in a new context.  At the Advanced level, La chaise berçante provides excellent resource materials upon which to develop a rich unit in any of the noted fields of experience.

The following chart is intended to facilitate integration of La chaise berçante by providing an overview of its contents and how they relate to the themes and objectives of the Program of Studies. In most cases these curriculum objectives have been paraphrased for brevity. 
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